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POLICY:    SURVEILLANCE of INMATESPRIVATE 

It is the affirmative duty of every corrections officer on duty to maintain regular surveillance of the inmates and their activities to ensure the safety and security of the facility, staff and inmates, on a twenty-four (24) hour, continuous basis.


Where audio or visual electronic surveillance is used, it will be used to monitor activity in the housing units, recreation area, corridors, or at points on the security perimeter, such as entrances and exits. Electronic surveillance devices, such as television cameras, will not be used to invade personal privacy of the inmates.


Regular Surveillance:



The corrections officer on duty will conduct a visual inspection of each cell area, checking each inmate once every fifteen (15) minutes on an irregular schedule.
            Special Surveillance:



Mentally or emotionally disturbed inmates, inmates identified as escape risks, inmates identified as suicide risks and inmates being housed in disciplinary isolation will be observed more frequently.


Observations:



During a surveillance tour the corrections officer will observe inmate’s behavior and appearance for unusual or questionable situations and events (e.g., bruises or cuts on an inmate face and arms, an inmate expressing hostility, showing signs of depression, not eating, not talking to other inmates or an inmate not in his/her proper cell).


 Records:



The corrections officer will note in the daily activity logs any and all significant or unusual events occurring during the shift. The times when each surveillance tour is conducted, and the area checked will be noted on the activity logs.


 Change of Shifts:



When the relieving corrections officer reports for duty, the officer being relieved will direct the attention of the relief officers to any significant entries on the logs during the shift change briefing.
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