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POLICY:   Use of force


A. Documentation:




Any use of physical force will be thoroughly documented on an incident report (written & computer) with detailed account of who was involved, the force that was used, and justification for it's use. This report will be submitted and maintained by the Facility Lieutenant.



B. Use of force limitations:




While the use of physical force to overcome disciplinary problems is to be used when only necessary to restore order, such force should be only the minimum force necessary, and may be used to:





1. Overcome resistance





2. Repel aggression





3. Protect life and/or property





4. Retake prisoner or property.



NOTE:  THE USE OF THIS PROCESS DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE PROSECUTION OF THE OFFENDER UNDER TENNESSEE LAW. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL THE USE OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT BE PERMITTED.


There may be occasions from time to time when the behavior of a prisoner is such that force may be used to:




a. Overcome resistance




b. Repel aggression




c. Protect life




d. Retake prisoner or property



Only that amount of physical force necessary to maintain or regain control of an inmate will be used by the staff of the Sevier County Jail. Physical force may be used only when an attack by an inmate(s) on a facility employee(s), visitor(s), or other inmate(s) is occurring, is clearly imminent, or when other lesser means have failed to achieve a legitimate and necessary objective. Physical punishment of an inmate will not be permitted under any circumstances.



In the event there is any physical injury to the prisoner or the officer involved, medical examinations, to determine the extent of the injuries, will be made. Such examinations and treatment will be thoroughly documented.


Procedure:



The following procedural guidelines are designed to illustrate that officers have a number of choices in handling violent or potentially violent situations. In order to give an inmate every opportunity to cease his/her disruptive or assaultive activity and cooperate with the officer, the following steps will be followed whenever in sequence:




1. Uncooperative inmate: The officer who encounters an uncooperative inmate (e.g., refused to enter cell, refuses frisk search, refused to be removed from cell) will take the following actions:




a. Verbal persuasion: Attempt to verbally convince the inmate to cooperate.




b. Verbal warnings: If verbal persuasion fails, warn the inmate of the consequences of non-cooperation (use of force, disciplinary sanctions). 




c. Show of Force: If warnings are not effective, call for backup personnel in an attempt to intimidate the inmate through a show of force.




d. Control Holds: If a show of force is insufficient (or impossible) the officer(s) will attempt to use physical holds designed to gain control of the inmate (no blows will be struck by the officer unless the resisting inmate becomes the attacker).
NOTE: NO CHOKE HOLDS ARE TO BE USED FOR ANY REASON.

 LESS THAN LETHAL FORCE  


T.C.A. 39-11-620 states:

A law enforcement officer, after giving notice of his or her identity as such, may use or threaten to use force that is reasonably necessary to accomplish the arrest of an individual suspected of a criminal act who

resists or flees from arrest.

A. LEGAL DISCLAIMER

This general order is for departmental use only, and does not apply in any criminal or civil proceedings. The department policy should not be construed as a creation of higher legal standard of safety or care in evidentiary sense with respect to third party claims. Violations of this directive will only form the basis of departmental administrative sanctions. Violations of the law will form the basis for criminal and civil sanctions in a recognized judicial setting.

B. LEGAL JUSTIFICATION

Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-11-620,

 quoted above deals with the legal force that law enforcement officers may use in the normal course of their duties. It should be emphasized that when consent or an emergency is not present, and there is no probable cause for arrest, the non-consensual touching by a law enforcement officer may constitute a crime, as well as result in civil liability. When probable cause exists, criminal and civil liability may still occur if the limits of the law are exceeded.

C. LEVELS OF FORCE

1. In a majority of cases, some level of physical force will be necessary to affect an arrest or to protect others. That amount of force may be as low as placing a hand on a suspect's shoulder and directing that suspect to place his or her hands behind the back for handcuffing. Depending on the level of resistance offered, the officer may use techniques that escalate to physically pinning the suspect, to techniques which influence behavior by eliciting pain to apply handcuffs, using hand/leg strikes, impact weapons or even the use of a firearm, if the resistance offered is severe enough. In all cases, the Tennessee statute indicates that only -necessary force" is justified. Any force above that act would be unjustified and a criminal act by a law enforcement officer would then occur.

2. For the purposes of this general order, the use of force will be examined from two perspectives; resistance and control. Both resistance and control can be in the form of verbal directives or physical action. Resistance is defined as that directed by the suspect toward an officer, while control is directed from the officer toward the suspect.

a. Resistance is manifested by a suspect who attempts to evade an officer's attempts of control. The amount and type of resistance will vary based on a variety of factors.

b. Control is the force an officer uses to influence or neutralize the unlawful physical actions of a suspect under arrest. Generally, there are four times an officer is justified in the use of physical control methods. They are:

1. To stop potentially dangerous and unlawful behavior.

2. To protect the officer or another from injury or death.

3. To protect a suspect from injuring himself or herself.

4. In the process of effecting a lawful arrest when the suspect offers resistance.

c. Justification of the use of force in the judicial system is measured by two broad standards. First, the officer's use of control methods was initiated by a suspect's resistance. Second, the level of physical force used by the officer was -necessary" and not excessive when considering the type of resistance by the suspect.

LEVELS OF RESISTANCE

Resistance is defined as the force used by a suspect under arrest against the officer(s) effecting the arrest. Although the resistance offered by a suspect is usually physical, it may range from passive resistance to an active, aggressive attack on the officer. Resistance may be categorized into three broad areas:

1. Verbal dialogue, i.e. denial or threats of resisting arrest.

2. Physical resistance actions, i.e. passive resistance/active resistance.

3. Aggressive acts, i.e. acts against the officer, often leading to severe physical injury. The officer's reactions to resistance will be based upon his or her perception of the level of resistance.

A. PSYCHOLOGICAL INTIMIDATION

Non-verbal actions, often called body language, often influence an officer’s decision on how to approach a suspect or what level of force to use if a suspect starts to resist arrest. Non-verbal intimidation actions may include clenching of fists, widening of foot stance or a blank expression that may warn an officer of a suspect's potential for violence, even when the suspect has offered no verbal threats. However, an officer's reaction to a suspect's non-verbal intimidation should be used as information to mentally propose the officer's alternatives to possible attack, not as justification for attack. An officer who reads the verbal signals and believes that physical control is necessary to prevent a suspect from injuring himself, the officer or others, may initiate action before any overt moves are made by the suspect.

B. RESISTIVE DIALOGUE

A suspect's dialogue that offers the threat of physical resistance is not normally considered resistance until he or she physically resists an attempt to arrest. However, dialogue in the form of threats of physical injury may influence an officer's opinion as to the amount of force necessary to effect control. An offender may boast of his or her fighting skill and the intent to harm the officer, or assume a fighting stance such as raised or clenched fists. Verbal threats or psychological threats may influence the officer's judgement to attempt either empty hand control, intermediate weapons or even firearms if the suspect has a weapon or has such great physical skills that the threat of death or great bodily harm is real. The reaction to verbal threats made by a suspect may differ from officer to officer. An officer's decision of the level of force necessary to control a suspect will be based on his perception of the threat and the suspect's ability to carry out that threat. An additional factor is the officer's knowledge of his or her own physical ability to manage the threat presented. If the officer believes he or she does not have sufficient skill to establish control with empty hand methods, he or she has been trained to escalate the level of force.

C. PASSIVE PHYSICAL RESISTANCE

Passive resistance is the lowest form of physical resistance. The suspect resists control through passive physical actions. At this level, the offender never makes any attempt to defeat the physical contact of the officer. Passive resistance is usually in the form of a relaxed or "dead weight" posture intended to make the officer lift, pull or musde the suspect to establish control.

D. DEFENSIVE PHYSICAL RESISTANCE

Quite often, officers find themselves confronting a suspect who is physically resisting the officer's attempt to control the suspect by directing overt, defensive physical actions. With this level of resistance, the offender attempts to push or pull away in a manner that does not allow the officer to establish control. However, the suspect never attempts to strike the officer.

E. ACTIVE PHYSICAL AGGRESSION

Active physical aggression is when a suspect attack an officer to defeat attempts of control. The attack is a physical assault on the officer in which the offender strikes or uses techniques in a manner that may result in injury to the officer or others.

F. AGGRAVATED ACTIVE PHYSICAL AGGRESSION

Aggravated active physical aggression is when a suspect uses a level of deadly force that the officer is justified in meeting with deadly force. At this level, the officer may not only face resistance, but also overt physical actions of force where the suspect is assaulting the officer with a weapon, and/or uses techniques or objects which could result in death or great bodily harm to the officer.

LEVELS OF CONTROL

Force that an officer uses to gain control over a suspect's resistance action is divided into the following categories:

A. Verbal direction

B. Handcuff and restraint

C. Empty hand control

D. Intermediate weapon control

E. Lethal or deadly force

Once an officer determines that he or she must use physical force, the level of force will be dependent on the officer's perception of resistance and the danger of such resistance, and whether that resistance is placing that officer or another in jeopardy of serious injury or death. It is important to note that each officer's perception of the danger of the level of resistance will be based on the officer's past training, experience and knowledge of physical control techniques.

A. VERBAL DIRECTION

Many situations can be resolved by communication skills or verbal direction. Often, the mere presence of an officer and proper verbal direction will be sufficient to persuade most individuals to follow an officer's direction. In any verbal confrontation, fear and anger must be diffused before a suspect will be able to understand the officer's commands. This requires good communications skills and patience. Successful communication skills can prevent many physical confrontations from escalating to higher levels.

B. HANDCUFFS AND RESTRAINTS:

The purpose of handcuffs, flex cuffs or transport handcuffs is to restrain the movement of a suspect in a manner that provides a safe means of transportation for officers. Restraints also prevent further physical resistance from a suspect. The Sevier County Sheriff's Department policies for the use of restraints are as follows:

· Rule 1 - All suspects taken into custody should be handcuffed behind the back and the handcuffs double locked. An exception to this rule is when the suspect has an injury that does not permit his or her hands to move behind the back. Other factors, such as the suspect's age, physical condition or physical limitations may also dictate a change in this procedure.

· Rule 2 - If a suspect complains that the handcuffs are too tight, the transporting officer is to ensure that unnecessary tightness, which may prevent proper blood circulation, does not occur.

· Rule 3 - To ensure proper safety for all officers, ALL suspects will be handcuffed before they are searched. Circumstances listed in Rule 1 may dictate that a suspect be handcuffed with hands in front or no use of handcuffs.

· Rule 4 - Except under exceptional circumstances, officers should not handcuff a suspect to fixed objects such as posts, vehicles, buildings, etc.

• Rule 5 - It is not uncommon for an officer to arrest a suspect, place him or her in restraints and then have the suspect start to resist. If an officer does encounter this type of resistance, the officer should utilize control techniques to prevent injury to the officer or to the suspect. However, the control techniques should be limited to those that would not be construed as excessive.

C. EMPTY HAND CONTROL

Empty hand controls are physical techniques that cover a number of control methods. Some of these methods may be as subtle as gently guiding a suspect's movements to more dynamic techniques such as kicks, strikes or neck restraints which have a much higher potential of injury to the suspect. This general order divides Empty Hand Control into two categories: Soft Empty Hand Control, which are techniques having minimal implications of injury, and Hard Empty Hand Control, which are techniques that have a higher probability for suspect injury.

1. SOFT EMPTY HAND CONTROL:

This level of control is used when an officer faces passive defensive physical resistance. These are methods of physical control which usually subdue a suspect without any serious physical injuries. Techniques which fall into this category include: strength techniques, joint locks, leverage locks, pain compliance techniques such as pressure points, or strikes that temporarily restrict the suspect's movement. These strikes are designed to create loss of breath, muscle cramping or mental disorientation.

2. HARD EMPTY HAND CONTROL:

This level of control is for high levels of defensive resistance, active aggression or aggravated active aggression. These techniques are applied when lower forms of control have failed or are not applicable because the suspect's resistance level was at a perceived dangerous level. Techniques that fall into this category have a higher probability of creating soft or connective tissue damage, skin lacerations that require medical attention or bone fractures. Although the use of these techniques may create some minimal injury to the suspect, an officer may be risking injury to himself or herself or have to employ higher levels of control (such as intermediate weapons) if Hard Empty Hand Control techniques are not used. Techniques that are considered as Hard Empty Hand Control tactics are:

a. STRIKING TECHNIQUES - techniques that may be delivered with the officer's open hand, fist, leg or foot. Preferably, the target points for these types of strikes will be major muscle mass such as the legs, arms, shoulders or neck-shoulder notch. If these are the targets, the strikes will create muscle cramping, thus inhibiting the muscle action. However, it may be necessary for the officer to strike areas where there is a potential for injury, such as the face or sensitive areas of the body.

MEDICAL CONSIDERATIONS: Any time an officer finds it necessary to strike a suspect and an injury occurs, it is the policy of the Sevier County Sheriff’s Department that the officer shall:
· immediately contact the supervisor on duty and advise him or her of the nature of the injury.

·  the supervisor (or another officer in the case that a supervisor is not available) shall transport the suspect to the closest medical facility for treatment.

D. INTERMEDIATE WEAPON CONTROL:

This level of control employs the use of department approved tools that provide a method of controlling suspects when deadly force is not justified, but when empty hand techniques are not sufficient in effecting an arrest. Whenever an officer uses an intermediate weapon for control, it should always be with the intent to temporarily disable the suspect, never with the intent of creating permanent injury. When intermediate weapons are used, it is quite likely that some form of injury, ranging from skin irritation, bruising and soft or connective damage to bone fracture, may occur.

1. X-26 / X-2 Taser, CONDUCTED ENERGY WEAPON;

Purpose: to establish guidelines for the use of the X-26/X-2 Taser. To develop safety practices concerning the handling, carrying, and storage of X-26/X-2 Taser probes after use of the Taser.

Definitions:

X-26/X-2 Taser: The X-26/X-2 Taser is an electro-muscular disruption device. The X-26/X-2 Taser fires two probes up to a distance of 35 feet from replaceable cartridges. These probes are connected to the weapon by high voltage insulated wires. When the probes make contact with the target, theX-26/X-2Taser transmits powerful electrical pulses along the wires and into the targets body. The pulses can travel through 2.26 inches of clothing. This Electro-muscular disruption technology uses a powerful 26 watt electrical signal to temporarily override the central nervous system and directly control the skeletal muscles.

This causes an uncontrollable contraction of the muscle tissue, allowing the M-26 Taser to physically debilitate a target regardless of pain tolerance or mental focus.

Less lethal force: A concept of planning and force application which meets operational objectives, with less potential for causing death or use of more serious police tactics.

1. X-26/X-2 Taser Operation:

a. The X-26/X-2 Taser is considered less lethal force technology.

b. Department instructors or other certified trainers will provide Training in the use of the X-26/X-2 Taser. Only officers trained in their use will be issued or allowed to carry X-26/X-2 Tasers. 

c. Only properly functioning X-26/X-2 Tasers shall be carried in the field.

d. Each discharge, including accidental discharges, of the X-26/X-2 Taser shall be documented by the officer utilizing an X-26/X-2 Taser use report and investigated by a supervisor.

e. The X-26/X-2 Tasers are programmed to give a five (5) second burst of "electrical current." The operator can shorten or extend this time period. The probes should not be touched during this time, as you would receive the same "electrical current" In addition officers should avoid tripping or stepping on the wires.

f. Never aim the X-26/X-2 Taser at the eyes or face. The X-26/X-2 Taser is laser sighted. The top probe will follow the front and rear sight and laser. The bottom probe will travel at an eight-degree downward angle below the aim point/laser sighted area. The rule of thumb for the bottom probe is that the probe drops one (1) foot for every seven (7) feet it travels.

g. Keep hands away from the front of the unit at all times unless the safety is on and the X-26/X-2 Taser is deactivated.

h. Always replace the cartridges by their expiration date and mark the air cartridge "for training use only."

i. Do not fire the X-26/X-2 Taser near flammable liquids or fumes. The X-26/X-2 Taser can ignite gasoline or other flammables. Some self-defense sprays are flammable and would be extremely dangerous to use in conjunction with the M-26 Taser.

j. Training for the X-26/X-2 Taser shall be conducted on a yearly basis.
2. Shift Supervisor Responsibilities:

a. Ensure all incidents involving the discharge of the X-26/X-2 Taser are investigated and properly documented.

b. Ensure the X-26/X-2 is issued to a trained officer.

c. Monitor the use of X-26/X-2 Taser

d. Respond to scenes where the X-26/X-2 Taser is deployed 
e. Ensure that pictures are taken of the probe penetration sites and any secondary injuries.

3. Officer responsibilities:

a. Request the assistance of an officer equipped with an X-26/X-2 Taser upon encountering a situation which may require the use of the X-26/X-2Taser.

b. If possible, keep the situation stable until your backup officer arrives.

c. Officers discharging a X-26/X-2Taser shall:

1. Secure the subject.

2. Notify a supervisor

3. Seek medical treatment for the subject

4. Complete a Taser Use Report.

4. Persons who have been subjected to the X-26/X-2 Taser or probes, shall be treated as follows once they are in custody:

a. Officers shall seek medical treatment if necessary for the

Subject. The probes of the X-26/X-2 Taser are #8 straight fishhooks that can only penetrate a maximum of one of an inch.

b. Police personnel may transport the subject to a medical facility via patrol vehicle, unless injuries stemming from the subject falling down require immediate medical attention.

c. Officers may remove the probes from a subject, however

Officers should utilize rubber gloves, and bio-medical solution to treat the probes and the officer’s hands (remember to fingers away from the barbs on the probes).

d. If the probes strike areas, such as the face or genitals, officers should transport the subject to a medical facility to have the probes removed.

Tactical deployment:

a. Use common sense.

b. Use verbal commands if the situation permits.

c. Utilize backup units and/or arrest teams wherever possible.

d. Aim to the cent of mass and from the rear of the subject if possible. Watch for thick and/or loose clothing. If the

probes hit clothing, the electrical current can only penetrate a maximum of 2.25 inches.

e. Use cover and distance to ensure officer safety.

9. Utilize the X-26/X-2 Taser to prevent violent or escalating confrontations.

h. If a target runs, the officer must run also to prevent the wires from breaking.

i. Avoid the use of the X-26/X-2 Taser on subjects on elevated locations.
6. Use of force issues:

a. The use of the X-26/X-2 Taser constitutes a use of force.

b. The X-26/X-2 Taser is placed at the intermediate weapon level.

cartridges.

2. CHEMICAL AGENTS:

The department approved chemical weapon is a tool that can provide a means by which an officer can defend himself or herself or another from injury and a means of controlling offenders when an officer is facing resistance in the form of active aggression. The policies of the carrying and use of department approved chemical weapons are as follows:

· Rule 1- No officer shall carry any chemical weapon in which he or she has not had approved training. 

· Rule 2- The chemical weapon should be carried in an appropriate pouch and never displayed or pointed at another individual in the form of horseplay.

· Rule 3- At no time shall an officer unnecessarily brandish or use any chemical weapon as an intimidation device unless the officer is trying to prevent the further escalation of force.

· Rule 4- Application of chemical agents against large groups of people will be at the command of the Sheriff or his designate.

· Rule 5- Any time a chemical weapon is used for controlling a suspect, the application of the chemical agent will end when the suspect discontinues resistance or aggression.

· Rule 6- Chemical agents are irritating to the eyes, nose and skin. Any time an officer uses a chemical agent for the purpose of suspect control, the officer will ensure that the suspect receives adequate medical attention as soon as possible.

· Rule 7- When an officer books a suspect who has been exposed to chemical agents, the officer will advise the jail personnel to prevent the unnecessary contamination of jail personnel and occupants.

· Rule 8- Any time an officer finds it necessary to use a chemical agent for the purpose of control, the officer will notify a supervisor as soon as possible and inform the supervisor of the nature of the incident.

· Rule 9- The supervisor (or another officer in the case where a supervisor is not available) shall notify the medical staff on duty for medical attention.

REPORTING THE USE OF FORCE

Any time an officer finds it necessary to utilize force, either non-lethal or deadly, the officer will document the nature of the incident in detail the report should indicate the level of resistance the officer met, and the specific level and type of force the officer used to establish control. If there are witnesses present, their names and addresses should be obtained for future legal proceedings.                            

4. IMPACT WEAPON:

The department approved impact weapons are approved tools that Can provide a means by which an officer can defend himself or herself Or another from injury and as a means of controlling offenders when an Officer is facing resistance in the form or active aggression. The policies Of the carrying and use are as follows:

1. No officer shall carry an impact weapon in which he or she has Not had approved training.

2. The impact weapon shall be carried in the baton ring or holster, Or in a low profile position when the baton is not being used.

3. At no time shall an officer unnecessarily banish or use the impact Weapon as an intimidation device unless the officer is trying to Prevent the further escalation of force.

4. All strikes with an impact weapon should be delivered to the following Areas: major muscle mass, such as the forearms, thighs or calves. These locations should be the primary target areas because of the Low implications of suspect injury. Impact weapon strikes normally Create muscle cramping which inhibits a suspect's ability to continue Aggression.

Joints or bones: Strikes on these targets, the elbows, wrists and knees, Have a high probability of creating soft or connective tissue damage or Bone fractures and should be avoided when possible.

HEAD, NECK, THROAT OR CLAVICLE: IMPACT WEAPON STRIKES TO THESE AREAS SHOULD NOT BE USED UNLESS THE OFFICER IS JUSTIFIED IN USING LETHAL FORCE. THESE STRIKING POINTS HAVE HIGH PROBABILITY OF SEVERE INJURY IN THE FORMS OF GREAT BODILY HARM OR DEATH.

	Pepper Ball Launcher

	A Pepper Ball Launcher is a less-than-lethal weapon that consists of a high-

	pressure air launcher used to deliver chemical irritant filled projectiles from 

	a distance. These projectiles burst on impact releasing Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) 

	powder. The Pepper Ball systems use kinetic energy, OC, and the psychological 

	shock of being hit by a projectile to gain compliance. The launcher may be used

	on a single individual, multiple individuals or for the saturation of an area.

	Tac 700

	The Tac 700 rifle is the shoulder fired high pressure air launcher used by the 

	Sevier County Sheriff’s Office. 

	Oleoresin Capsicum (OC):

	OC is a naturally occurring substance. It is found in the oily resin of cayenne 

	and other varieties of peppers.

	Pepper Ball Projectile:

	Are frangible plastic spheres designed to fracture into multiple pieces upon 

	impact with a need. The “Live” Projectiles are filled

	with potent PAVA (Capsaicin II) powder to affect a suspect’s eyes, nose and 

	lungs, invoking submission and compliance.

	Area Saturation

	Area saturation is the act of firing multiple projectiles onto a hard surface 

	resulting in the release of the OC chemical. The OC fills the area 

	incapacitating the individual(s) and gaining compliance.

	

	Kinetic Energy Impacts

	Striking the body of an individual or individuals with projectiles and 

	utilizing the physical shock of having been by the projectile to gain 

	compliance.

	General Information

	

	The Tac 700 rifle has been issued to the Sevier County Jail. This

	Weapon is designed to incapacitate individuals through the application of OC 

	and/or through kinetic energy strikes.

	

	Exposure to OC may result in coughing, shortness of breath and watery eyes. In 

	most cases, the symptoms last from five (5) to ten (10) minutes.

	

	The PepperBall launcher can deliver the projectiles with enough energy to 

	Produce, abrasions, bruises or welts.

	

	PepperBall munitions are accurate on individuals up to a distance of thirty 

	(60) feet when used as an impact weapon. However, when using a PepperBall      

	Launcher for area saturation, they may be used to a distance of one hundred

	(150) feet. 

	Utilization

	

	The PepperBall Launcher may be utilized in those situations where an individual or individuals exhibit violent or potentially violent behavior that threatens the security of the jail and/or the safety of others.

	Note: Officers must make every effort to control the individual(s) through physical presence. The use of de-escalation techniques,, chemical agent and/or Taser prior to deployment

	

	Deployment of a PepperBall launcher may be appropriate when:

	a.      It is unsafe for an officer to approach within contact range of a inmate or group of inmates,

	b.      It is necessary to regain control of a rioting inmate or inmates who are threatening the safety and security of the  facility, or 

	c.       At the direction of the shift sergeant.

	

	

	

	

	

	The PepperBall launcher may also be utilized in those situations where

	 either deadly or non-deadly force is justified. However, a

	 PepperBall launcher is not intended to replace deadly force in those 

	situations where deadly force is warranted.

	Deployment

	Any deployment of a PepperBall launcher must be authorized by a supervisor 

	or more senior member of the Sheriff’s Office.

	Only those staff members trained in the operation of the PepperBall system,

	 may deploy the PepperBall launcher.

	When considering the deployment of a PepperBall launcher, the authorizing 

	official must give full consideration to the Sheriff’s Office priorities as well 

	as the use of force policy. Safety considerations include:

	1. Hostages

	2. Involved inmates

	3. Non-involved inmates in the area

	4. The presence of:

	        a. Non-detention staff 

	        b. Members of the public

	        c. Law enforcement and Sheriff’s Office personnel

	

	    5. The physical and mental condition of the individual(s) acting out.

	

	The PepperBall launcher should only be used directly on an individual in

	 those situations where an impact weapon is justified.

	When utilized as an impact weapon, the PepperBall launcher should be aimed 

	at the center mass of the individual.

	Subject struck with PepperBall rounds often lower their head and turn away 

	from the source of impact. It is important to anticipate this reaction when 

	employing PepperBall rounds.

	Although PepperBall launchers are classified as less-than-lethal, they may still

	 inflict serious injury if they strike an individual’s face, eyes, neck or groin. 

	Therefore, officers deploying the launcher should try to avoid intentionally

	 striking these areas.

	Post Deployment

	When an individual has been exposed to PepperBall OC or struck by a 

	PepperBall round, s/he shall be offered prompt medical treatment when

	 possible. If the individual remains combative or uncooperative, a medical 

	assessment shall be completed as soon as it is safe to do so.

	In general, decontamination for the individuals exposed to PepprBall OC 

	powder is fresh air and clear, cool water.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Documentation

	All deployments of a PepprBall launcher shall be documented. At a minimum, 

an Sevier County Jail Incident report and an Use of Force report must be completed.



	

	

	

	All affected individual(s) are offered medical treatment, if medical treatment is 

	refused by the individual(s) this refusal shall be documented in their reports.

	

	All reports and paperwork must be submitted no later than the end of shift.

	

	

	Whenever possible the events leading up to and the deployment of the 

	PepperBall launcher should be videotaped.

	If an individual is struck by one or more projectiles, jail staff should

	 photograph the point(s) of impact whenever possible.

	If the affected individual refuses or resists photographing the impact sites,

	 this refusal should be documented as part of the incident report. Whenever 

	the refusal should be videotaped.

	

	Storage and Maintenance

	When not in use the PepperBall launcher and projectiles shall be securely stored 

	in the women’s control area at main jail, Master Control at annex.

	The instructor is responsible for monthly cleaning, maintenance and testing 

	of the PepperBall Launcher.


Attacking Inmates: If at any point during the above process an inmate attempts to physically attack a staff member, a visitor, another inmate, or any other person(s) the following steps will be taken:




a. Back-up: Call for back-up personnel. (if already present.)




b. Blocks: Block the blows or kicks of the inmate, giving the inmate the opportunity to reconsider and clearly establishing that the inmate is in fact the aggressor.




c. Take-down: If, after the inmate’s initial blows or kicks have been blocked, the inmate persists, the officer(s) shall attempt to take the inmate down by using take-down techniques designed to take control over the inmate.




d. Blows and kicks: If, the officer strength and agility are such that the take-down techniques are not effective (or if the physical setting renders their use ineffective), only then may the officer(s) resort to kicks and blows. The following blows are to be avoided categorically unless an officer's life or the life of another person is clearly in danger.





1. Knuckle blows to the temple.





2. Base of hand blows to the nose.





3. Cupped-hand blows to the ears.





4. Kicks to the groin or head areas, and.





5. Blows or gouges to the eyes.



When an officer resorts to blows or kicks, only the type and number sufficient to bring the inmate under control will be used. Such tactics may Not be used to inflict unnecessary or permanent injury, but temporarily disable and only after other means have failed.




e. Retreat: Officers may, if all else has failed and if an escape route is open to the officer(s) and if no other persons are or would be under attack from the inmate, retreat from the scene and call for additional assistance.



3. Reporting: After every incident in which an officer(s) or staff member(s) has used physical force, the officer(s) or staff member(s) involved will immediately file a full report of the incident, citing the reasons for the degree of force used and the results of its use. The report will be submitted to the Chief Deputy. 
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RESTRICTED LAW ENFORCEMENT DATA

This data is proprietary and will not be duplicated, disclosed, or discussed, without the written permission of this agency.  Data subject to this restriction is contained throughout this publication.
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