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POLICY:   INMATE RIGHT TO LEGAL COUNSELPRIVATE 


                        The right to access to the courts and legal counsel is a fundamental right of all United States citizens. The Sevier County Jail will take no action which interferes with this right or discourages any inmate from exercising this right, except such limitations as are necessary for legitimate security and operational considerations.


Procedures:


  Inmates represented by counsel:



  Request: The facility has established procedures designed to provide inmates ample access to attorneys. Any inmate who is represented by counsel will make requests, verbal or written, for any legal reference material directly to his/her attorney.



 Delivery: If an attorney brings or mails to the facility any legal reference material, the corrections officer will be responsible for inspecting such material for contraband within 24 hours of its receipt and having it delivered to the inmate.



 Denial: No officer or other staff member of the facility will be allowed to refuse the delivery of legal reference material from or to an inmate. If a corrections officer reports that the legal reference material in an inmate’s cell are accumulating to an unsafe level or making cell inspections difficult, the corrections officer will notify the Deputy Chief in writing.



 Consultation: The Deputy Chief will then consult with the inmate’s attorney to determine the most equitable solution. Should the situation become unmanageable for the facility, the Deputy Chief will consult with the judge of the appropriate court and attempt to resolve the matter.

Inmates not represented by counsel:

    Requests: Inmates not represented by counsel may make written requests to any officer for legal reference material. The request will include:


   a. The inmates name


   b. the date of the request


   c. a specific description of the requested materials.


 2. Response: The officer who receives the request for legal reference materials will:


   a. Date and initial requests, and


   b. transmits the request to the Facility Captain.


The Facility Captain will transmit the request to the Sevier County Public Defender or the Sevier County Bar Assn. law librarian which either may:

      Return the request to seek clarification from the inmate. If 

This occurs, the Facility Captain will discuss or designate someone 

to discuss, with the inmate the nature of the request. If it is evident that the inmate is unable or unwilling to be more 

specific, the Facility Captain or his designee will advise the 

inmate that the facility cannot act as a legal researcher and 

that the inmate may express a grievance if the inmate desires.

                        Use discretion in interpreting the request, and

                         Fill the request as stated or as interpreted by making photocopies of the appropriate materials and transmitting them to the facility.


Limitations:
                         Inmates not represented by counsel will be permitted to make no more than 2 requests per week for legal reference material. 
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