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POLICY:   Emergency Evacuation 
 FIRE:


Policy – 
                        Corrections personnel will make every effort to prevent the occurrence of



Fires in the facility through proper supervision of inmates, and control of



Flammable materials in all housing areas of the facility particularly 



inmate occupied sections. In the event of fire, the primary objective will be



The protection of lives of inmates, staff and visitors. No rule or set of



Rules can completely cover procedures to be utilized in the event of fire but 

      the following steps should be taken.


 Prevention - The Chief Deputy shall be responsible for:

                        a. Ensuring that the facility is inspected by the State Fire Marshall’s 

              office on a semi-annual basis.

                        b. Ensuring that all firefighting, detection and alarm equipment is 

              inspected and/or tested on a weekly basis.

                        c. Ensuring that a floor plan outlining evacuation routes and location of 

       firefighting equipping is kept current and available.

                        d. Ensuring that the jail staff enforce the following rules:

                                1. There will be no smoking in the jail.                

                                2. Trash will be disposed of daily.

                                3. There will be no hoarding or storing of paper products or other 


            flammable materials in the housing areas. 


 Discovery - When an employee discovers or is notified of a fire or hears the 


automatic fire and smoke alarm, he/she will attempt to visually confirm 


the report and immediately inform the control officer through radio




Communications of the affected zone, exact location, and the nature of




The fire.     

             Notification -Upon being informed of a fire within the facility, the control                           officer will:

             1. Immediately notify the shift supervisor and all personnel within the facility that there is a fire reported and give its location. If necessary outside assistance should be requested.

             2. Call the Sevierville Fire Department at 911.
Response – 
The following actions will be taken upon the confirmation of a fire:

 1. The responding officer (s) will remove all inmates located within the affected fire area (see floor evacuation plans) to the appropriate evacuation area (s).    

2. All other officers will secure inmates in their cells or housing pods in unaffected areas, escort visitors out of the building, and then proceed to the affected area to provide assistance.

3. Responding officers will upon completion of necessary evacuation of inmates, attempt to utilize available firefighting equipment, such as fire extinguisher and water hoses, in an effort to contain the fire and prevent It from spreading to unaffected areas, until such time as it becomes                       unreasonably dangerous to do so, or until the fire department arrives on the scene.  No employee will be expected to place his or her life in jeopardy in an attempt to prevent                                              property damage.   

             4. The supervising officer on duty, present at the jail will be responsible                  for directing and coordinating the efforts of the officers and rescue                     personnel until the Sheriff, Chief Deputy or the Deputy Chief arrives on the                scene, and the officer shall work with the fire chief in all aspects of the                evacuation and extinguishing of the fire. If necessary, the supervisory                    officer may request an investigation of the fire source from the State Fire                Marshall's Office.           

             5. During the evacuation, every reasonable attempt will be made to prevent the                escape of any prisoner. Responding backup units of the Sheriff’s Department                patrol division along with units of the Sevierville Police Department (if                  needed) will be asked to maintain custody of any evacuated prisoners removed                from confined areas, and these prisoners will be transferred to an area jail                if necessary to ensure their custody. However, the retention of custody is                  secondary to ensuring the safe, swift and orderly evacuation of endangered                 inmates, staff and visitors. Any prisoners who escape custody during fire                  evacuation will be reported immediately according to departmental policies                 and procedures.  

             6. In the event of a fire in any area, employees and other persons will exit                 the building in a swift and orderly manner, following posted evacuation                    routes. Responding officers will make an attempt to contain the fire, and                  aid in the evacuation process. The responding officer will determine if any                other zone is being affected while the firefighting effort is underway. 
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