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POLICY:    Restrictions on Activities


 Political Activity:




All positions within the Sevier County Sheriff's Department are appointed positions. Persons appointed to these positions by the Sheriff must understand that all duties of the Sheriff's office are the responsibility of the elected Sheriff. Tennessee Law provides that the Sheriff may appoint persons to assist in carrying out the duties of his office. The Sheriff is an at will employer. All appointments are made at will. Courts have recently ruled a Sheriff would implement basic policies for law enforcement with deputies serving in an advisory position. The ruling states that deputies have discretionary authority in making decisions concerning the Sheriff's basic policies.




Should any member of this department find that they cannot support the policies of this administration, they may resign without prejudice or appropriate action will be taken to terminate their employment.




Employees are reminded that because of their unique position, should any member of this department choose to seek elective office, they must either resign or apply for a leave of absence which the administration may or may not be able to grant. The administration is of course aware that currently there are currently two county commissioners employed by the Sheriff's Department. The objective of this section is to provide guidelines that will ensure personnel stability and operational continuity free of political interference. In as much as the careers of those officers currently holding public office are at stake, and in an attempt at fairness, the administration has grand fathered current public office holders. Those who have been grand fathered are cautioned not to conduct any activity that can be construed as political campaigning on their behalf while on duty with this department.




Nothing in the above is intended to preclude members of this department from upholding the department and presenting it in it's best light to the public.



B. Upon days of election for public offices, held under the laws of the state, a member shall, whether specifically assigned to attend the polls or otherwise, do all within his power to preserve the peace, protect the integrity of the ballot, enforce the rights of lawful voters and prevent illegal and fraudulent voting.

               Members shall not join any origination:

                                     a. That advocates the right of its members to strike;




b. That opposes minority groups;




c. That attempts to interfere with the administration of the Sheriff's Department;




d. That might, in any way, exact prior consideration and, thus, interfere with efficient and effective departmental operations; or




e. That is affiliated with any of the above.



D. Members are forbidden to solicit petitions for their promotions, for change in line of duty, for the promotion or change of duty of any other member, for the appointment of any man/woman to the department, or to promote any political influence to effect such an end.



E. Members shall not solicit or accept rewards, presents, gratuities, or compensation other than that paid by the county, or for approved privately employment, without the consent of the Sheriff.



F. Members shall not give testimonials or permit their names or photographs to be used for advertising purposes, They shall not seek publicity in the public press. They shall not solicit subscriptions; sell papers, books, or tickets; or collect or receive money or other things for any purpose without the express consent of the Sheriff.



G. Members shall not use their official positions to solicit special privileges for themselves or others, such as free admission to places of amusement, discounts on purchases, or other favors.



H. Members shall not receive any article, whether as a gift or as the result of purchase or trade, from suspects, prisoners, persons recently arrested, known gamblers, prostitutes, or other persons of bad character or ill repute, or other persons whose vocation may profit from information obtained from the Sheriff's Department.



I. Members shall not use the department as a personal mailing address or for the delivery of personal goods or merchandise. 

RESTRICTED LAW ENFORCEMENT DATA

This data is proprietary and will not be duplicated, disclosed, or discussed, without the written permission of this agency.  Data subject to this restriction is contained throughout this publication.
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