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POLICY:
Sevier County Jail provides medical, dental, and mental health evaluation

and treatment, and housing for inmates who display or have been diagnosed as having

medical problems. In such cases, medical care will be provided on a reasonable and cost-effective basis, consistent with the facilities that are available.  The Sheriff and/or Facility Administrator will meet annually with the Health Authority.  The medical authority will approve all medical policies, supplies and equipment and the medical authority will develop and approve protocols as they relate to major medical risk management events.
PROCEDURE:
Sevier County Jail reasonably provides medical, dental, and mental health services to inmates as

circumstances dictate, and as deemed necessary by the medical service provider. In

providing these medical services, the custody and control of the inmate will not be

neglected or relaxed.  Clinical decisions will not be countermanded by non-clinicians and health care staff will work in accordance with the medical protocol of medical authority, state and federal licensure, and certification or registration requirements.  If inmates are assessed or treated by non-licensed healthcare personnel, the care shall be provided pursuant to written standing or direct orders by personnel authorized to give such orders.
     

Inmates have a right to refuse routine medical attention. All refusals will be documented.

Sevier County Jail follows the Universal Precautions as promulgated by

the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the control, distribution, storage,

inventory, and disposal of medical supplies – syringes, needles, hazardous waste

containers which support inmate health services, etc.  

Medical Records

All medical records will be kept in a separate file from other prisoner records by the facility in the infirmary. These records will include the prisoner’s physical condition on admission, during confinement, and at discharge. The records will also reflect all medical orders issued by the facility physician and/or any other medical personnel who are responsible for rendering medical services. These records will be retained by the facility for a period of five (5) years after the prisoner’s release.

Medical services for inmates assigned to the facility may comprise the following:
Initial Intake Evaluation:
1. Any inmate brought into the facility will be medically evaluated/screened immediately upon

being accepted into the facility.

2. No person will be admitted to the Sevier County Jail in an unconscious state or with any evidence of serious illness or injury.
Procedure:
1. Observation: The Corrections Officer will carefully observe the physical condition and behavior of the inmate being admitted.

2. Serious injury: If the injury, illness, or emotional state of the inmate appears serious, the corrections officer will:



           a. Refuse acceptance of custody and recommend that the arresting officer seek medical attention for the inmate;



           b. Not accept custody until the arresting officer provides documentation of the inmate’s medical treatment.

3. Intoxication: If the inmate’s behavior appears to be affected by the use of drugs or alcohol, the corrections officer will place the inmate in a detox cell and make periodic observations during the shift. Any abnormal behavior indicative of suicide will be noted on the jailer's activity log (written & computer) and the jail sergeant will be informed. If it is decided that an inmate may be suicidal, health care provider shall be notified, and the inmate will be placed in an area where he/she can be constantly observed and communication encouraged.


4. Minor injury: If the inmate's injury appears minor in nature:




a. The corrections officer will make note on the preliminary health screening form, daily activity logs and the narrative section of the computer booking screen.




b. The corrections officer will notify the health care provider about the inmate’s injury(s) and determine the need for the inmate to be taken to a physician.  

3. During the initial contact, the Booking /Searching officer will screen inmates to determine the following:  comatose state; obvious wounds; illness; prescribed medications and Suicidal risk assessment.  
4. If he or she answers yes to any of these questions, or there is good reason to

suspect that critical care is indicated, medical staff if on duty, will respond to

Booking to evaluate the individual. If Medical staff is not on duty EMS will be

notified.

5. Facility staff may recommend that transporting or arresting officer’s transport

their inmate to the nearest medical, mental, or dental facility for treatment.

6. Before the booking process is completed, personnel will complete a medical

screening of the inmate and complete the medical portion of the intake form.

7. Inmates who claim to be infected with a communicable disease will be medically

isolated from the general population pending medical evaluation and review.

8. Reasonable efforts will be made to acquire professional assistance in

processing individuals with special disabilities. If qualified professionals are

available, they will be summoned to assist in the admissions process.

9. Observation and evaluation of the physical and mental condition of inmates will

continue through each phase of intake, including searches, and/or showers.

10. Medical alert tags worn by the inmate will be noted on the medical and book-in

sheets. The inmate is not allowed to wear the medical alert tag.
Sick Call:
Inmates identified as requiring examination or treatment by a physician will be scheduled

for the next sick call. Sick call will be conducted on a schedule as determined by the

Medical Services Provider and Jail Administrator. 

Emergency Health Care and First Aid:
The facility maintains at least one fully stocked first aid kit and patient evacuation

equipment at the facility. The contents of each first aid kit will be approved by the medical authority. The locations will also be approved by the medical authority and all kits will be accessible to officers. At least one officer per shift will be trained in emergency first aid by an appropriate authority, and be able to demonstrate skill in the rendering first aid to inmates and fellow officers in the event of a medical emergency. With the advent of a medical emergency, the responding officer that is first aid qualified will:

1. Assist the injured person(s), and instruct other officers to call for professional

medical assistance, as needed;

2. Isolate or remove the injured party to a secure and safe area, if the injuries allow

movement;

3. Provide basic first aid to the injured party such as stop the bleeding, protect the

wound, and treat for shock;

4. Make the injured party as comfortable as possible until other medical help

arrives;

5. Provide security for the injured party until help arrives.

Medication:
All medications will be confiscated from the inmate during admission, and released to the medical staff.  The medications will be kept in a secure location in the facility to ensure:

1. All medications will be reviewed by the provider of medical services;

2. Medications are given only by a physician’s orders;

3. Issuance of medication only by a physician’s written orders, including controlled

Drugs and injections;

4. An established receipt system for issuance of medication to the inmate; &

5. A healthcare personnel will distribute medications to the inmates as directed.

The Jail Administrator, with the assistance of the medical service provider, maintains the

Responsibility of developing a plan for the control, distribution, storage, inventory, and

Disposal of prescription and over-the-counter medication.  Inmates shall note have access to medications, health records, or medical supplies except under the direct supervision of the healthcare authority or authorized personnel. 
Health Appraisal Evaluation:
The health appraisal begins with a review of each inmate’s intake form. Significant past or

Present health problems or health maintenance needs are reviewed, and referred to a

Physician in a manner consistent with findings.

1. Significant findings will be annotated and elaborated upon in the medical record, and additional health care services may be initiated as directed by the physician.

2. If abnormal health conditions are disclosed during the health appraisal, the inmate will be referred to medical professionals. Personnel performing the health appraisal should be attentive to the personal, social, and offense circumstances of each inmate.

3. Inmates whose circumstances are generally known to be related to risk of infestation, contagious disease, or generally poor health will be identified and referred to medical services that will determine if laboratory or diagnostic tests for communicable diseases are indicated.

4. The medical service provider establishes and maintains standing orders identifying groups with high risks of communicable disease, which should include specifications on diagnostic tests to be performed, standard treatment regimens, and housing recommendations.

5. In the event a communicable disease is detected, the medical services provider and shift supervisor on duty are to be notified.

6. Inmates with communicable diseases will be assigned in appropriate separation facilities (cell by himself) of the Sevier County Jails or a medical facility.

7. Inmates found to be in good physical and mental health will be assigned to housing according to standard classification criteria.

8. The booking officer will be notified of any medical condition, ailment, or illness that could seriously affect the classification of the inmate.

9. Where and when reasonably possible, inmates with physical and mental health conditions will have their conditions considered as a part of the classification process. However, these conditions will not override security considerations.

10. The Sevier County Jail does not have secondary facilities which would require health screenings for inmates being transferred within the detention system.

11. Pregnant inmates shall have access to obstetrical services (prenatal, prepartum, and postpartum care) by a qualified healthcare provider. 

Examination:

All examinations, treatments and other procedures shall be performed in a reasonable and

dignified manner and place. Physical examinations will be provided to all inmates at the

facility within fourteen [14] days of booking, unless there is documented evidence of a

comparable examination within the previous ninety-days [90].  The examination shall include an inquiry into current illness/health problems; inquiry into medications and special health requirements; behavioral observation; documentation of body deformities, marks, bruises, etc..; Condition of skin, body orifices, rashes and infestations.  The examination may

include but is not limited to the following:
1. Review of intake screening;

2. Recording of height, weight, pulse, blood pressure, and temperature;

3. Collection of additional data to complete the medical, dental, mental health, and immunization inquiries;

4. Laboratory and/or diagnostic testing or tests to detect communicable diseases, including venereal disease and tuberculosis;

5. Other tests and examinations as appropriate or indicated by medical examination, including review of mental and dental status;

6. Development and implementation of a treatment plan, including recommendations concerning housing, job assignment, and program participation.

7. The examining medical service provider may record his examination findings, diagnosis, and recommended treatment in the inmate’s medical record along with any prescription of medicines, including drug name, strength, frequency of administration, and the duration of treatment should be included in the record.

8. After examination and treatment, the inmate will be escorted back to his cell or temporary holding tank.

9. Inmates being examined by medical personnel of the opposite sex will have, if available, an officer of the same gender as the inmate present during the examination.

10. Qualified personnel will visit inmates requiring medical attention, daily; to render

treatment and dispense medications as prescribed by a physician.
Dental Services:
Sevier County Jail provides inmates with reasonable dental services as

outlined in Dental Services, in this policy. Emergency treatment of inmates is referred to

competent medical resources, when appropriate.
Mental Disabilities/Suicide Prevention:
Sevier County Jail personnel are trained on the provisions for the

recognition of mental retardation, mental illness and suicidal tendencies of inmates.

Inmates identified as mentally disabled, mentally ill and/or suicidal will be supervised

according to the provisions of Mental Disabilities/Suicide Prevention Plan policy.
Chronic and Convalescent Care:
Sevier County Jail refers chronic and convalescent care inmates to

competent medical resources for appropriate treatment based on the needs of the inmate.

Continuity of Care:  
Continuity of care is required from admission to transfer or discharge from the facility, including community based providers, when indicated.  When healthcare is transferred to providers in the community, appropriate information shall be shared with the new providers in accordance with consent requirements.  Prior to release from custody or transfer, inmates with known serious health conditions shall be referred to available community resources by the facility's healthcare provider currently providing treatment.  If an inmate is prescribed medications will have incarcerated, an ample supply of medications will be provided to the inmate upon release.    
General:
Informed consent standards shall be observed and documented.  When healthcare is rendered against the inmate's will, it shall be in accordance with state and federal laws and regulations. 

When an inmate is placed in segregation for health concerns, healthcare personnel shall be informed as soon as practical and provide assessment and review as indicated by the protocols established by the health authority.   

Sexual conduct between facility employees and inmates, volunteer or contract personnel and inmates is prohibited and subject to administrative, disciplinary and criminal sanctions.  The prohibition applies regardless of consent.  Information shall be provided to inmates about sexual abuse/assault, to include:

1. Prevention and intervention

2. Self-protection

3. Reporting sexual abuse/assault; and

4. Treatment and counseling

This information shall be communicated in writing or electronically, in a language clearly understood by the inmate, upon arrival at the facility. The inmate will sign acknowledgment of this information.

At least one person will be trained in First aid/CPR and will be working at all times.  

Detoxification from alcohol, opiates, hypnotics and other stimulants shall be conducted under medical supervision in accordance with local, state and federal laws.  When performed at the facility, detoxification shall be prescribed in accordance with clinical protocols approved by the health authority.  Specific criteria shall be established for referring symptomatic inmates suffering from withdrawal or intoxication for more specialized care at a hospital or detoxification center.   

 Emergency Medical Care



Emergency medical services are available twenty-four (24) hours a day to inmates of the Sevier County Jail to ensure prompt emergency medical attention. All officers are trained to respond to medical emergencies since an inmate’s life may depend on quick action.



In case of medical emergencies, there will be specific information readily accessible to all employees, such as telephone numbers and names of persons to be contacted, so that professional medical care can be received. There will also be available the names and telephone numbers of persons to contact in case of death.


Procedures:


1. Emergency Definition: Any of the following occurrences will constitute an emergency, and their presence will initiate the Medical Emergency Care Plan.



a. Severe bleeding



b. Unconsciousness



c. Serious breathing difficulties



d. Head injury



e. Severe burns



f. Severe pain



g. Suicide attempt



h. Sudden onset of bizarre behavior



2. Notification: The officer confronted with a medical emergency will:



a. Immediately administer first aid.



b. Call the facility nurse and relay the emergency information. All numbers for the facility nurse and other medical emergency personnel are posted in the booking office.


Note: If the facility nurse is not available, the emergency medical services will be contacted. 


                        3. Isolation: When possible, the officers will move the inmate to a holding cell or remove other inmates from the scene, either by locking them in their cells or returning them to their cell.



4. First aid equipment:


Resuscitation bags are located in the booking and the nurses’ station. First aid kits are placed:




1. Booking 




2. Kitchen 




3. Nurses station



5. Emergency Instructions: The corrections officers will comply with the facility nurse’s instructions:




a. Contact the E.M.S. unit to transport the inmate to the hospital, or




b. Transport to the Health Department office by a regular patrol unit or,




c. Treat at the facility in accordance with medical protocol.



6. Transport: If the inmate needs transportation to the hospital, the corrections officer shall notify the Patrol Sergeant who will arrange for a patrol unit to transport.



7. Records: The corrections officer will file an incident report as soon as possible after the incident has concluded.


Note: In the event that further instruction is needed contact the Jail Lieutenant, Captain or Chief Deputy.
Medical Testing



The Sevier County Jail staff is prohibited from conducting any medical or pharmaceutical testing on prisoners for experimental or research purposes.


      (a) Collection of biological specimens for DNA testing


Policy: Persons convicted of certain offenses are required to submit a biological specimen prior to being released from custody.


Procedure: When an inmate that has been convicted of a felony that requires DNA testing the Tennessee Board of Probations and Paroles will submit a request for DNA testing form. The correctional staff will then take a sample (swab) and forward it to the Tennessee Bureau of investigation.    

SYMPTOMS OF MENTAL ILLNESS OR ANXIETY

Any inmate suspected of being mentally ill or of being a potential suicide victim must be isolated and observed closely by the facility physician. It may become necessary to remove certain items from the cell, such as toothbrush, sporks, plastic cups or any other items with a potential for self-inflected harm, or any item capable of being used as a weapon.


Any inmate who exhibits any of the following symptoms must be referred to the facility physician as soon as possible:



A. Hallucinations - e.g., hearing voices, seeing visions, perceiving something that is not there.



B. Illusions - mis-perceiving something that is there - e.g., thinking he is someone else, seeing an object as something it is not.



C. Delusions - strange beliefs or ideas, often overly religious or grandiose. May believe people are out to get him, or that thoughts can control others.



D. Extreme Hyperactivity - constant moving, talking, inability to sleep for long periods of time.



E. Withdrawal - very little activity, refusal to eat, speak or get out of bed.



F. Obsessions - persistent thoughts that the person feels he cannot get out of his mind, e.g., thoughts of suicide, harming someone, etc.



G. Compulsions - repeated actions (persons feel forced to act in a certain way) e.g., washing hands over and over.



H. Phobias - severe, unrealistic fears - person may have increased pulse rate, hyperventilation, sweating, etc. in the face of a situation not normally frightening.



I. Catatonia - unusual, rigid posturing; e.g., person stands with arms and legs in a particular position for hours at a time.



J. Flight of ideas - strange speech, stringing together unrelated topics and thoughts without apparent order.



Inmates known to be mentally ill shall be kept isolated for their own protection from the other inmates.

RESTRICTED LAW ENFORCEMENT DATA

This data is proprietary and will not be duplicated, disclosed, or discussed, without the written permission of this agency.  Data subject to this restriction is contained throughout this publication.
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