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POLICY:
Inmate Credits


TCA 41-21-236(a) provide for the following:



Sentence reduction credits. - (a)(1) Those persons committed to the custody of the Department of Corrections shall be assigned to work and/or educational and/or vocational training programs, when positions in such programs are available.


(2) Each inmate who exhibits good institutional behavior and/or who exhibits satisfactory performance within a program may be awarded time credits toward the sentence imposed, varying between one (1) day and sixteen (16) days for each month served, with not more than eight (8) days for each month served for good institutional behavior and not more than eight (8) days for each month served for satisfactory program performance in accordance with the criteria established by the department. No prisoner shall have the right to any such time credits nor shall any prisoner have the right to participate in any program and may be transferred from one assignment to another without cause.


(3) Such sentence credits shall not be earned or credited automatically, but shall be awarded monthly to an inmate at the discretion of the responsible warden in accordance with the criteria established by the department and only after receipt by the warden of written documentation evidencing the inmate's good institutional behavior and/or satisfactory program performance.



(4) Such sentence credits may not be awarded toward a period of less than one (1) calendar month (credits are awarded from the 26th to the 25th) or for any month in which a prisoner commits a Class "A" disciplinary offense of which he is found guilty. Provider further, that no sentence credits for good institutional behavior be awarded for any month in which a prisoner commits any disciplinary offense of which he is found guilty.



(5) A prisoner may be deprived of those sentence credits previously awarded pursuant to this section only for the commission of any major infraction designated by the department as a Class "A" disciplinary offense, including but not limited to, rape, arson, riot, escape or assault with a deadly weapon, or refusal to participate in an assignment.



(6) The refusal of a prisoner to participate in any assigned work, educational or vocational training program shall constitute a disciplinary offense for which the prisoner can be penalized by the loss of sentence credits previously awarded.
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TCA 41-21-236(a) and (d) provide for the following:



Sentence reduction credits. - (a)(7) Such sentence credits shall not be earned or credited to any inmates classified as maximum security or being held in punitive segregation.



(d) Sentence reduction credits for good institutional behavior as authorized by this section shall likewise apply in accordance with the terms of this section, and under the criteria, rules and regulations established by the department, to all felony offenders serving sentences of one (1) or more years in local jails or workhouses and to all inmates serving time in county jail or workhouse because the inmate's commitment to the department has been delayed due to the governor's emergency overcrowding powers or through an injunction from a federal court restricting the intake of inmates into the department. When this section is applied to such offenders, references herein to the term "warden" shall be deemed reference to the superintendent or jailer, as appropriate. Such felony offenders shall not be eligible to receive any other sentence credits for good institutional behavior; provided, however, that in addition to the sentence reduction credits for good institutional behavior as authorized by this section, such felony offenders may receive any credits for which they are eligible under chapter 2 of this title, for work performed and or satisfactory performance of job, educational or vocational programs.
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TCA 41-21-236(e) provide for the following:



(1) Sentence reduction credits for good institutional behavior as authorized by this section shall also be awarded to all convicted felons for time incarcerated prior to the imposition of sentence. The total credit to which a convicted felon may be entitled shall be calculated by determining the number of days served in jail prior to imposition of sentence and by adding to such number the sentence reduction credits awarded for good institutional behavior, if any, based upon such number of days served. 



(2) The sentence reduction credits authorized by subpart (1) of this subsection shall be awarded at the rate of eight (8) days for each month served prior to imposition of sentence unless there is an objection filed by the superintendent or jailer. If the superintendent or jailer objects to the number of sentence credits awarded to a felon, he or she shall provide written documentation to the Department of Correction stating the objection and the number of sentence credits, if any, such felon should be awarded. If an objection is filed in accordance with this subpart, the Department of Correction shall adjust the number of sentence reduction credits to conform to the number recommended in the superintendent's or jailer's written objection.



(3) Notwithstanding the fact that in the absence of an objection from the superintendent or jailer the sentence reduction credits authorized by this subsection are awarded automatically, no convicted felon shall have the right to such credits nor shall any such felon have a right to appeal the superintendent's or jailer's determination concerning the number of sentence reduction credits a felon should be awarded as set out in his or her written objection to the department.
RESTRICTED LAW ENFORCEMENT DATA

This data is proprietary and will not be duplicated, disclosed, or discussed, without the written permission of this agency.  Data subject to this restriction is contained throughout this publication.

Page 1 of 2
RESTRICTED LAW ENFORCEMENT DATA

This data is proprietary and will not be duplicated, disclosed, or discussed, without the written permission of this agency.  Data subject to this restriction is contained throughout this publication.

Page 2 of 3

