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POLICY:
                             Censorship


               Prisoner mail, both incoming and outgoing, will not be censored, except         where there is probable cause to justify such actions.




Any censorship will further an important and substantial governmental interest unrelated to the suppression ( detecting escape plans which constitute a threat to facility security and or the wellbeing of staff and/or prisoners and.




Any censorship will be no greater than is necessary to the protection of the particular governmental interest involved.


         Inspection


Policy: Incoming mail will be opened and inspected for contraband in the presence of the inmate.



Procedures:



Letters from attorneys, the court, or other public officials will be opened by the inmate and shown not to contain contraband in the corrections officer’s presence during the routine mail delivery.

                                     Letters from attorneys, court, or other public officials will not be read by the corrections officers.

                                     Parcels will be opened and inspected prior to delivery to the inmate for contraband, (any legal material or parcels must be opened in the presence of the inmate.)
                                     Contraband: If a letter, parcel or other incoming mail is discovered to obtain contraband, the inmate will be verbally informed that items containing contraband were found.

                                     Money: If money is found in an envelope it will be returned to the sender

                                     Undeliverable: If any incoming mail is undeliverable (eg. inmate no longer in custody) The corrections officer will attach an explanatory note to the mail and return it to the sender.

Collection and Delivery



Policy: Outgoing mail will be collected, and incoming mail will be delivered without unnecessary delay.


Rejection



Policy: A prisoner will be notified if a letter is rejected, whether it is written by or addressed to him.


Rejection Protest



Policy: When a letter is rejected, the author will be given a reasonable opportunity to protest that decision.


Right to Correspond



Any inmate may correspond with anyone outside the detention facility, so long as each letter or parcel bears the proper postage, except when the letter or parcel poses a threat to the security of the facility (ie. escape plans).




If an inmate without funds wishes to send mail, will request an indigent pack from commissary who receives a request for postage and writing materials from the inmate will:




Commissary will supply the inmate with two envelops, two sheets of paper and a pencil at least once per week and secure postage for two letters weekly if requested.


    Correspondence Between Inmates



Policy: Under no circumstances will inmates housed in the Sevier County Jail be allowed to send letters, notes or messages to inmates housed in other security sections of the jail, to do so would be a breach of security. The only exception would be if husband and wife were incarcerated at the same time.



Procedures:



1. All correspondence between inmates will be confiscated as contraband and notice of the confiscation will be given to the sender.




2. All inmates involved in the incident will be given a warning that this practice is a security violation and is prohibited.




3. At the second violation the sender may be reclassified.




4. At the third violation all inmates involved will be subject to segregation.
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