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POLICY: Death of an Inmate / Suicide Attempt

Policy 
                                     In the event of the attempted suicide, or the death of an inmate, the correctional personnel of the facility will take all actions necessary to provide necessary medical assistance and to preserve the scene, and they will co-operate with all medical and investigative authorities.

            The death of any prisoner or staff member on the premises will require the immediate notification of the proper governing authorities and the preparation of complete reports to the Chief Deputy, as required by local, state, and federal statute. A record will also be made to keep at the facility.   


Procedure:

                               Discovery: 
The officer who first witnesses, or otherwise discovers, an inmate who is dead or has made an attempt at suicide, will:

1. First use established emergency medical procedures.

  2. Officers will not enter housing areas until the other inmates have been secured and/or back-up assistance arrives.

3. While awaiting back-up, the officer may request the assistance of inmates (i.e., if the victim is hanging, the officer may instruct the inmates to elevate the victim to remove pressure from his                  throat or, in some cases untie the noose and place the victim on the floor.

Identification and Investigation: 

1. Seal off the scene in order to preserve it. This will require removing any inmates from the area.   

2. Notify the Sheriff, Chief Deputy and the Deputy Chief.

3. Upon verification of death by an EMT or paramedic called to the scene.

            a. Notify the medical examiner that a death has occurred.

            b. Notify the detective division and commence an investigation.

            c. Fingerprint the corpse and compare with those in the inmate file for positive identification.      

            d. Determine the status of the deceased (county, state, federal or other). 

Follow-ups: 
The Chief Deputy will complete the following tasks:

1. If the deceased was a Federal, Immigration or Military inmate notifies the appropriate agency immediately to advise it of the death.

2. If the deceased was being held on a warrant from another jurisdiction, notify that jurisdiction.   

 3. Obtain the name, address and telephone number of the relatives shown in the inmates file, (if a relative is not shown on any form in the file, check the computer visitor record to determine names              of appropriate persons to notify.)

  4. Notify the appropriate relative or other person and tell them whether or not the inmate’s property may be released (as instructed by the medical examiner or detective division.)

 5. Notify the court (s) to which the inmates case (s) is assigned.

6. Collect all property of the deceased.

Reports
 All detention personnel involved will file incident reports immediately.
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